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Discrimination  Against 
Women In Kenya

Ñ In Africa violence against women has 
historically been condoned with some societies 
institutionalising it. African practices and 
values have been viewed as escalators of gender 
conflict. A number of communities tend to 
socialise individuals to condone gender violence 
against women, with a large majority of women 
accepting the situation as given. Although 
many women organizations have been calling 
for review and enactment of laws to guard 
against gender violence, the problem seems to 
lie on social, cultural, economic and legal 
systems. Of these factors, the socio -cultural 
changes pose a major problem and must prelude 
or at any rate support change of laws, if the 
society is to effectively address the question of 
violence on women.



Conceptual Perspective

Ñ A large percentage of women do not earn cash 
incomes, are held in cultural values and beliefs of 
subordination and have to rely on men for their 
upkeep. In cases of psychological problems and 
frustration arising from economic limitation such as 
low income, unemployment or inability to provide for 
the family; the male spouse or individual exploits the 
woman's position directing violence on her including 
the girl child. The cultural position embedded in 
patriarchy which views subordination or oppression 
of women as divinely inspired might further provide 
clarity. Most cultures based on patriarchy foster the 
belief that man is superior and that women whom 
they closely relate with are their possessions to be 
treated as they consider appropriate. In the 
traditional sense the patriarch was supposed to 
support his family, wife, daughters and other 
dependant. 


