The Healing Journey

A Longitudinal Study of Women in Alberta Who
Have Experienced Intimate Partner Violence
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Why?

v 1st of its kind in Canada

rWomenoOs Journeys as they
free lives

v Barriers are worldwide
{ Rooted in inequality
+ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpl -
ncUz2ilY

.
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Purpose of the Study

. Focus on the Prairie Provinces
1 Changes over time

1 Neglected groups:
BAboriginal
Blmmigrant
BOlder
BLesbian/two - spirited/bi - sexual
BDisabled
BRural
BNorthern

.






Sample

1 Recruitment criteria
B18 years and older
BlLast experience of IPA no earlier than January 2000

BNo mental health issues impairing comprehension,
memory, or ability to give informed consent

BNot in crisis 0 most recent experience of IPA at least
three months prior to first interview

BWillingness to stay in the study for the duration
v Five research sites across Alberta




Design

1 (2005) Background, History of Abuse
General Functioning and Service Utilization

2 Parenting, Health
Updates: Demographics and Abuse, General Functioning
and Service Utilization

3 General Functioning and Service Utilization
Updates: Demographics and Abuse, Parenting, Health
4 Repeat 2
) Repeat 3
6 Repeat 2

Labour Market Survey (Cost Analysis)
7 (2009) Repeat 3




Procedures

1 Informed consent

1 Interviewer read guestions and recorded
answers

1 $50 honorarium/interview

1 Qualitative interviews
BSubsample



Sen

Neglected




Woman Abuse in Canada

1 10 % of women in Alberta were victims of
spousal assault in 2004, making it the
highest in the country (the national average
was 7%; Statistics Canada, 2005 ).

1 Alberta has one of the highest rates of female
homicide over the last three decades

(Statistics Canada, 2005 ).

Diverse Voices Edmonton 2009



Impact of Woman Abuse

} dor women under the age of 45 years,
Intimate partner violence has a greater impact
on health than any other risk factors,
iIncluding obesity, high cholesterol, high blood
pressure, and illicit drug use. 0 CHerniak et al.,
2005)

1 Increased risk for mental health problems,
substance abuse, chronic physical disorders,
and sexual health complaints (  Gondolf , 1998;
Tutty , 1998; 20006a ).

} Abused women are more likely to suffer from
depression & anxiety than men ( Statistics
Canada, 2005 ).

Diverse Voices Edmonton 2009



Women’s Perceptions of Support

1 Demand for shelters exceeds resources

1 Women value shelters as a safe and secure
place to stay

1 Shelters provide services in addition to
residency

1 Women need the support of services after
shelter residency







Age Distribution of Sample
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Total Family Income in Past Year

Mean: 24408 .03
Standard Deviation: 29453172

Median: 17000.00
M =214

JU=2la

Total Family Income in Past Year



Employment (Majority not employed)

Employment Frequency %
Status

Full - time 51 22.1
Part- time 30 13.0
Casual 13 5.6
Not employed 135 58.4
Missing 2 0.9
TOTAL 231 100.0
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Highest level of education

completed

%
Less than high school 84 36.4
High school diploma or equivalent 51 22.1
Some post - secondary 25 10.8
Completed post - secondary 68 28.6
Completed university post - 4 1.7

graduate degree
Missing 1 0.4




Children

1 92.6% (214) are mothers

1 80% separated from the ¢c
parent [49% parent alone]

1 Average no. of children = 2.74 (max=11)
} Age range of children=in1 st year 0 50 years

1 35.1% have at least one child with a disability,
long - term iliness and/or special needs

1 7.4% have had a child die




Where do the children live?
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Relationship with most recent
abusive partner
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Relationship Characteristics

Most recent abusive Average Range
partner

Length of time together 9.7years .17-50 years
Length of time relationship /.9years .02-48years
abusive
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